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OUR THEORY OF CHANGE

BUILD ADULT IMPROVE CHILD
CAPABILITIES OUTCOMES

With our free classes, workshops, and educational media, parents develop
the literacy and language skills they need to solve problems and achieve
success in today’s world. Some of these results include getting a better
job, navigating the healthcare system to protect their family’s health, and
advancing to college.

Our research-based curriculum also emphasizes child development and
parenting topics so that our students can better promote their children’s
early learning, social emotional growth, and school readiness.

ONE MISSION - TWO PROGRAM APPROACHES

The Liz Smith Center provides adult and family literacy classes to
low-income and immigrant parents in New York City.

La Fuerza de Familias Latinas is our family literacy program for
Spanish-speaking parents in New York City and around the country,
developed in partnership with Univision.

o
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LETTER FROM THE CEO

Dear Friends:

As we reflect on the past year, it's hard to ignore the
immense challenges we faced as a community. But even
in the face of unprecedented obstacles, we learned that
our commitment to one another can help us grow and
transform in remarkable ways. And that's exactly what
we've seen at Literacy Partners.

Thanks to your unwavering support, we were able to welcome our students back into the
classroom and continue our vital work in promoting literacy.

We've seen firsthand the life-changing impact of our work through students like Alma
and Monica. Alma now has the confidence to advocate for her children at school, while
Monica's success as a student inspired her to help other parents as a facilitator with our
La Fuerza de Familias Latinas program. It's an incredible honor to play a part in nurturing
the next generation of leaders through our partnerships with caregivers, parents, and
supporters like you.

It was also a year of continued growth online, as our Writers for Readers programming
reached 34,000 people. We gathered to celebrate the remarkable work of Toni Morrison
and Julia Alvarez with inspiring luminaries like Angela Davis, Nikole Hannah-Jones,
Maria Hinojosa, Edwidge Danticat, Jesmyn Ward, and others.

But, the most unforgettable literary moment of our year was a story of perseverance and

transformation literally decades in the making as we celebrated our student Matthew
Brown's book launch.

As you read through the stories in our annual report, we hope you'll feel as proud and
inspired as we do. None of this would be possible without your incredible generosity, and

weTe so grateful for your continued support.

With heartfelt thanks,

e

Anthony Tassi
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LIZ SMITH CENTER FOR
ADULT & FAMILY LITERACY

The Lizzie Award is presented
each year to an individual who has
demonstrated an extraordinary
commitment to adult literacy.

Previous Winners:

Marie Brenner Lesley Stahl

Peter Brown  Barbara Taylor Bradford
Joni Evans Jackie Weld Drake
Sheila Nevins  Mary Wells Lawrence
Perri Peltz

iR

Joni Evans Cynthia McFadden Lawrence Jacobs  Elizabeth Peabody
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LA FUERZA DE FAMILIAS LATINAS

|_a Fuerza de Familias Latinas is our
program to support and inspire Spanish-
speaking parents in promoting their
children’s early learning, social emotional
growth, and school readiness. We provide
educational workshops that put parents and
their children at the center of the learning
process and support them to implement new
early learning strategies at home. Since we
launched La Fuerza in 2020, the program has
grown beyond New York City to serve more
than 3,000 parents in five other states. Key
to the growth and success of the program
have been the many strong partnerships
we've created with organizations committed
to family literacy, starting with our unique
long-term collaboration with Univision.
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ALMA'S STORY

REIMAGINING POSSIBILITIES
THROUGH LITERACY EDUCATION

Alma Acosta is no stranger to hard work. The untimely death of her parents at
the tender age of 14 forced her to put her education on hold and begin working
to support herself and her grandmother. When she moved from her native
Honduras to Queens, she continued to work hard, this time to support her two
daughters. All the while, she knew that learning English would be key to making
her way in New York.

Despite her busy schedule, Aima never gave up on her dream of continuing her
education. When a teacher at her daughters’ preschool suggested she enroll
with Literacy Partners, Alma saw a golden opportunity that she was determined
not to let pass by.

As a committed parent, Alma devoted herself to her new English for Parents
class, but her initial shyness and nervousness made her hesitant to speak
beyond “hello” to her teachers. However, with the support of dedicated
volunteers and the opportunity to practice her English skills, Alma’s confidence
slowly grew. Today, she speaks English confidently, striking up conversations
with ease, which enables her to interact with her children’s teachers, navigate
visits to the doctor and pharmacy, and advocate for her family in other ways.

ENGLISH FOR PARENTS:

Parents achieved meaningful success in our English classes, including
outcomes affecting their lives outside of the classroom.

[ 76% graduated to the next level of English proficiency

[ 78% reported increased confidence in their ability to read with their children

4 67% of our students’ children met or exceeded standards for English proficiency
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U ALMA'S STORY

Alma’s success with Literacy Partners goes beyond her own language proficiency.
One of her greatest achievements has been the dedicated time she spends
reading with her two daughters each week. Through the Books of Their Own
program, Alma's daughters have access to a wide range of English and Spanish
books. Alma even uses puppets - an angel, a mermaid, and a princess - to bring
their reading sessions to life. Together, they laugh, learn, and connect through the
magic of storytelling.

With this transformation, Alma has a new set of ambitious goals for herself,
including completing her GED and studying psychology with the hopes of one

day working with children in foster care. Having experienced firsthand the
challenges that young people face when they lose their parents, Aima knows that
the support and guidance of caring adults can make all the difference. With her
newfound confidence and skills, Alma is determined to help children in need find
their own path to success.

As a donor, you have played a crucial role in making Alma’s success story
possible. Your generosity has supported our programs and allowed us to reach
hundreds of students like Alma, who are committed to transforming their lives
through education and creating a brighter future for their children.

era lu,,
g )

Qo Catiey %
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‘ MONICA'S STORY

FROM STUDENT TO COMMUNITY LEADER

—

Meet Monica Bunay, a parent leader
at Literacy Partners and a true
inspiration. Her journey with us
began when she enrolled in a La
Fuerza de Familias Latinas parenting
workshop at the Corona Library

in Queens. Monica’s dedication to
learning led her to apply for our
English for Parents program to
improve her English language skills.
She started classes on Zoom, and
recalls that despite the stresses

of the pandemic, she felt uniquely
supported by her teacher, Michael
Kengmana.

- |
iy

L]
iy -

As she learned more English, grew
as a student, and interacted more
with her teacher and the program
volunteers, Monica's capacity for
leadership did not go unnoticed.
Senior Manager of Training and
Development, Sandra Cespedes, saw
her potential and encouraged her to

become a facilitator for La Fuerza to 66 | consider Sandra to
lead family literacy workshops.

be my angel. She has
As a facilitator for La Fuerza, -
Monica began to connect with other been SO SUppOI’tIVG

student-parents and support their and patient with me. ”
growth, just as Sandra did for her.

She inspires and motivates them to

relate to their young children in ways that
support their early learning, drawing upon
her own experience and the joy she felt in
reading with her child. Monica has grown
into a highly successful facilitator, but her
journey did not stop there.

-MONICA
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‘ MONICA'S STORY

When Monica graduated in June of 2022, she took on a new role with Literacy
Partners as a Student Ambassador helping immigrant parents who sign up to
learn English to get acclimated, access resources, and begin to transform their
own lives.

Monica proudly reads to her children regularly and reports that they are doing
well in school. She even participated in the Literacy Partners online celebrity
poetry reading, ‘I Love This Poem,” sharing a poem by Pablo Neruda that she
dedicated to her children.

Monica’s story is a reminder that when we support individual parents, we

create a ripple effect that benefits not only their immediate families but also the

parents and families around them. By investing in literacy programs like Literacy

Partners, you have helped parents like Monica overcome the challenges they face
and become leaders in their communities.
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MACKIE’S BOOK LAUNCH

One of the biggest highlights of the year for the Literacy Partners community was
celebrating a literacy achievement of a lifetime: the publication of Matthew Brown's
memoir with a luncheon in June 2022.

When Mackie (as he is known to family and friends) came to our program more
than a decade ago at the age of 72, he was determined to read and write to tell his
own story after a lifetime of missing out. From childhood, Mackie was smart but
fell through the cracks. He graduated high school, worked hard, and raised a family,
but missed opportunities because he did not know how to read.

The Literacy Partners
Reading for Adults classes \
gave Mackie a new _
experience of life, and a new
vision of himself. After many
years of hard work alongside
his tutor, Vera Konig, Mackie
achieved his goal and
published a memoir.

Dennis Walcott, President of
the Queens Public Library,
participated in our book
launch event. After reading
excerpts from Mackie’s
book to a glowing audience,
Dennis announced that
Mackie's memoir, My Way,
can now be found on the
shelves of the library,
available for all New Yorkers
to read.

Photo credit: Davi
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Tinika Brown Davis ‘
T U R s i = B T

66

We all have our
own struggles.
It's inspiring to
read about a

man who kept
going, who kept
trying to reach

his goals. 99

-TINIKA BROWN DAVIS
Board Member
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“Rars

“Learning to comprehend, and
understand, and engage with these
great works - is not something

that we merely do as a hobby. It's
not something that we merely do
because we find reading and writing
pleasurable. We do it because we
understand that it is essentially tied
to our liberation.”

- TA-NEHISI COATES

t'I

“We all know what it feels like to

be completely moved by a book, to

have it change our world, change our
worldview, expose us to new things and
make us think and feel in a new way.”

- ZIBBY OWENS

‘Books make us think, feel, and spur us
to change. They help us make better
decisions at the ballot box and help us
express ourselves and how we feel to
our loved ones. That is why the work
of Literacy Partners is so invaluable.”

- DANA CANNEDY



Featured Student Speaker: Sophia Nichson

LITERACY
PARTNERS

LITERACY
¥ PARTNERS

“Before | started at Literacy Partners, | worked a job in retail that | was
unhappy with. | was working overnight and felt stuck. When the pandemic
happened, | became more motivated than ever to look at reading programs.
| had the time, but more importantly, | have a daughter. And | knew she was
going to start needing help with her homework, and starting to ask for
bedtime stories.

| searched and searched and then | gave Literacy Partners a call. Because of
my classes | am taking at Literacy Partners. When my daughter asks me for
help with her homework, | help her. And when she asks me for a bedtime
story, we read one together. Right now, our favorite book is Caps for Sale.

A new job and helping Bliss with homework is not the end. It is just the
beginning. Some people think that if you read at a lower level, you're not as
intelligent as other people. But that is simply just untrue. This program has
given me the space to share my story and let others know they are not alone.
And it’s never too late to improve yourself. My next goal is getting my GED and
| am excited to continue with this journey I'm on.”

LITERACY PARTNERS = [MPACT: 2022 ANNUAL REPORT 13



WRITERS FOR

More than 34,000 people registered for our virtual readings in 2022 to celebrate
iconic writers in a community of friends and readers.

Celebrating Toni Morrison
Marathon Reading of The Bluest Eye

S
a4

Jesmyn Ward L Tayari Jones
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Celebrating Julia Alvarez
Marathon Reading of How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents

14 | I

Maria Hinojosa
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LUMINARIES

DONORS

UNDERWRITERS

The Dorothy Strelsin Foundation

Marshall Wace

National Science Foundation

The Staten Island Foundation

The William J. and Dorothy K. O'Neill Foundation
William Penn Foundation

PATRONS

Bloomberg Philanthropies

Hieronymus Foundation, Inc.

The Marc Haas Foundation

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Penguin Random House

Robin Hood Foundation

Simon & Schuster, Inc.

The&Partnership

The Children's Trust

Dollar General Literacy Foundation
HarperCollins Publishers

The Hyde and Watson Foundation
Innisfree M&A Incorporated

Kekst CNC

ADVOCATES

LexisNexis

LionTree LLC

Macmillan Publishing Company
Maverick Capital Foundation
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLC
Searchlight Capital

The Barnwood Foundation

Castle Family Foundation

The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
The New York Women's Foundation

SUPPORTERS

Newlight Partners

Nordson Foundation

Tiger Global Management, LLC
USIT Foundation

AmazonSmile

Austin Independent School District
Benevity Community Impact Fund
BlackRock

Capital Group Companies, Inc.
CareQuest Institute

Clive J. Davis Foundation

Columbia University in City of New York
Crawford-Doyle Charitable Foundation
Customink LLC

DentaQuest Board of Directors

The Ellen M. Violett & Mary PR. Thomas Foundation, Inc.

Franklin Templeton

Google, Inc.

Hachette Book Group

Intel Foundation

Intrinsic Technology Group

Joele Frank, Wilkinson Brimmer Katcher
JP Morgan Chase

Klipper Family Foundation

Literacy New York

Marcie and Jordan Pantzer Family Fund
Meta

Morton H. Meyerson Family Foundation
Neuberger Berman

Nora Ephron and Nicholas Pileggi Foundation
The Rudolph and Lentilhon G. Von Fluegge
Foundation

Signet Jewelers

T. Rowe Price

Taryn Fagerness Agency

Tiffany & Co.

Travelers Foundation

United Hospital Fund

Vanguard Charitable

Wiley Publishing

Women's Health Coalition of Arizona



PROGRAM PARTNERS

OUR PROGRAM PARTNERS

With the support of partners and donors
like you, our Books of Their Own program
distributed 6,859 age-appropriate books
in English and several other languages to
our 1,000+ program participants this year.
For many, these were the first books that
they've ever owned.

Special thanks to publishers and the 100+
partners who made our work in 2022
possible, including:

/% ] hachette ﬁHarperCollinsP%blisbers
i

BOOK GROUP
: , Penguin >

SIMON& 2@ macmillan | Random ? °

SCHUSTER House Alfred A. Knopf, Inc.

Abriendo Puertas | Opening Doors NY Health + Hospitals | Bellevue

Bronx Community College NYU Langone Health

Center for Fiction Power of 2

Center on the Developing Child, Harvard University ~ Promise Venture Studio

Children’s Aid Society Queens Library

Dallas Independent School District Read by 4th

Houston Public Library Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture

Literacy INC Sesame Workshop

Miami-Dade County Public Schools Toni Morrison Society

National Center for Families Learning Too Small to Fail

New York City Council Unidos US

New York State Department of Education

LITERACY PARTNERS IMPACT: 2022 ANNUAL REPORT 17




‘ DONORS

THANK YOU TO OUR INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS

LUMINARIES

UNDERWRITERS

Joan Ganz Cooney

Katharine Raymond Hinton

W. Ross Honey
Lawrence Jacobs
Courtney Lewis
Elizabeth Owens

PATRONS

Marie Brenner

lanthe Dugan
Danielle Ganek
Todd Larsen

Cynthia McFadden

Michael Connelly

Deirdre McKechnie
Sabastian Niles
Jordan Pavlin
Leonard Riggio
Deborah Royce

Lesley Stahl

Michael Steib

Barbara Taylor Bradford
Merryl Tisch

Mary Wells Lawrence

18

Alice Berman
Lauren Bresler
Tinika Brown Davis
Lea Carpenter

Elyssa Friedland
Neal Goff

Joyce Grad
Mark Gurevich

Aaron Latham
Ashley McDermott
Yoko Ono Lennon
Elizabeth Peabody

Ernest Pomerantz

Jay Ruderman

Michael Sargent
Christine Schwarzman

Alison Ehrlich Stephen Henderson Bob Perkins Barbara Tober
Joni Evans Ellen Katz Hope Pingree Jennifer Wallace
David Foley Isabelle Krishana Saundra Whitney
ADVOCATES

Dennis Abboud Patricia Duff Robert Marese Perri Peltz

Gabrielle Bacon
Jonathan Beer
Jackie Weld Drake

SUPPORTERS

Leigh Feldman
Leonard Lauder
Keelan Lewis

Ravi Naresh
Sheila Nevins
Jennifer New

Andrew Steginsky
George Stephanopoulos

Nicole Almonte
Erika Alter

Holly Ammari
Christina Angelios
Alan Appelbaum
Stuart Applebaum
Joseph Arena
Reagan Arthur
Michele Ateyeh
Jami Attenberg

R. Walter Bachman
Andrew Bailey
Heather Baker
Kellan Baker

Aditi Banga

Julie Barer
Elizabeth Bass

LITERACY PARTNERS

Emilia Battaglia
David Bausch
Garrard Beeney
Marla Behrman
Robert Bender

Nancy Burstein
Carole Busch
Kathryn Butler
Dana Canedy
Cynthia Cannell

Erasma Beras-Monticciolo Nicholas Capalbo

Deborah Bernstein
Jonathan Bernstein
Lauren Bittrich
TheresaBlue

Rebecca Blumenstein

Nikhil Bodade
Bruno Bosteels
Ruvim Breydo
Benjamin Brody
Howard Bruno
James Bryant

IMPACT: 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

Bruce Carmel
Nadine Carrasco
Lucy Carson
Gina Centrello
Garretson Chinn
Charles Clark
Deborah Cohen
Rita Cohen
Catherine Cole
Ann Coley
Delores Connors
Sheila Conroy

Christopher Correia
Ingrid Cutler

Julie Daum

Philip Davies
Matthew Derella
Tracy Dockray Rudd
Markus Dohle
Roxanne Donovan
Leah Doyle

Gouri Edlich

Diana Elghanayan
Marc Elovitz
Elizabeth Erichsen
Amy Falk

Dana Farrington
Antonio Feros
Brian Floca
Tanisha Ford



Amanda Foreman
Danielle Freilich
Nichole Gabriel
Ruth Genn

Alex George

Emily Gertler
Roger Gill

William Gillen
Michael Ginther
Theodore Goff
Paul Goldstein
Sidney Goodfriend
John Gordon
David Gould
Louise Grunwald
Jesse Haines
Lynn Hall
Maureen Hanlon
Craig Harwood
Hollis Heimbouch
Anne Herman
Toni Herrick
Andrew Heyward
Laura Hirschfield
Harold P. Hope
Morgan Hough
Will Houghteling
Mary Anne Hunting
Perrin Ireland
Mark Jackson
Angela Jaggar
Marlon James
Morton Janklow
Carolina Jannicelli
Molly Jarr
Cornelia Jensen
Donna Kapes
Shelley Karliner
Louise Katsiaouni
David & Caroline Katz
Sierra Kaval
Sophie Kellman
Azadeh Khalili
Robin Kifer
Stephen Kifer
Carolyn Klemm

T. Spencer Knight
Jeffrey Kobylarz
Ruth Kogan

Amy Koplin

Kelly Koscuiszka
Ranjeev Krishana
Anthony Langham
Heather Langham
Fabienne Laraque
Alexandra Leach
Joan Leake

Ellen Lehman
Marni Lessing
David Levi

Martha Lewis
Hannah Lieberman
Simon Lipskar
Deborah MacGregor
Olivia Maginley
Allison Malecha
Lisa Malecha
Christopher Malloy
Veena Malpani
Judy Marblestone
Jessica Margolies
Lauren Marino
Keith Markel
Aminda Marques
Sally Martell
Patricia Matson
David Maya
Virginia McLure
Richard Menschel
Jonathan Merrill
Anne Messitte
Joelle Milov
Susan Montagna
Gordon Moodie
Ritu Moondra
Thomas Morbitzer
Alfred Morris
Heather Mount
William Munton
Ann-Marie Nieves
Melanie Nolan
Kimberly Norwood

Kisha Nunez
Marie O'Grady
Cody O'Kelly
Sarah O'Neill
Nancy Oettinger
Pat Okker

Raymond & Monica Panek

Paul Parikh
Trupti Patel
Christopher Pavone
Robert Pittman
Rod Pleasants
Melinda Pucci
Paul Rabin
David Ratner

& Laura Schiller
Yael Ravin
Linda Ray
William Reeve
Kenneth Richieri
Jan Ringo
Judith Rofe
Michael Rooney
Seth Rosenberg
Sydney Rosenkranz
Kathryn Roth
Andrew Rotondi
Jane Safer
David Saltonstall
Katherine Sargent
Susan Sawyers
Dan Scheffey
David Schiff
Adriana Schwartz
Robert Schwartzman

Ava Seave

Patrick Shaw
Allan Silverstein
Mark Smith

David Snow
Alexandra Socarides
David Stearns

Gigi Stone Woods
Mark Subias

Bruce Surry

Carol Sutton Lewis
Scott Swanay
Holland Taylor
Elina Tetelbaum
Hannah Thibideau
Raquel Thompson
Leslie Thorne
Denise Tomm
Amanda Urban
Jeanabel Vargas
Sheuvaun Vernon
Dennis Walcott
Paula Wardynski
Amy Wilson Flannery
Michael Wolf
Kristen Wolf
Steven Wolosky
Elaine Woo

Jon Yaged

Ghim Yeo

David Yudain
Jeffrey Zalesin
Elizabeth Zaretsky
David Zavoluk

(July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022)




FINANCIALS

2022 FINANCIALS

Revenue
@ n-kind Contributions $3,271,789
@ Special Events $1,640,591
(@ Foundations & Corporations $1,449,93]
. Investment Appropriation S1,315,734 Revenue
@ ndividuals S445,472
@ Government Grants $202,827
@ other Revenue $241,562
TOTAL REVENUE $8,573,906
Expenses
@ Programs $5,403,63]
@ Fundraising $1,076,209

@ Administration & Management $423,869

TOTAL EXPENSES $6,903,709
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Katharine Raymond Hinton
Chair, Political Consultant and Writer

Peter Brown
Chair Emeritus, Chairman & CEO, BLJ
Worldwide

Tinika Brown Davis

Special Counsel, Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP

lanthe Jeanne Dugan
Journalist

Neal Goff
President, Egremont Associates, LLC

Mark Gurevich

Chief Compliance Officer. Managing
Director & Deputy General Counsel,
Maverick Capital

Anthony Tassi
Chief Executive Officer

Sung E Bai
Chief Operating Officer

Kristine N. Cooper
Chief External Affairs Officer

Michelle Lopez
Executive Director, La Fuerza de
Familias Latinas

Crystal Brown
Director of Institutional Giving

Sandra Céspedes
Senior Manager of Training &
Development

Mark Conard
Senior Director of Finance and
Administration

Eva C
Communications Specialist

Amber Doniere
Manager of Volunteers & Home
Libraries

Victoria Eng
Director of Communications

Jacqueline Espinosa
Executive Assistant to COO & CEAO

W. Ross Honey
President & CEO, TouchTunes

Lawrence Jacobs
Board Secretary
Partner, Mintz & Gold

Todd Larsen
President, Nexis Solutions, LexisNexis

Courtney E.K. Lewis

Treasurer

Chief Compliance Officer & General
Counsel, Marshall Wace North
America, LP

David Maya
Partner, Oliver Wyman

Cecilia Fernandez
Director of Operations for La Fuerza
de Familias Latinas

Yevgeniya Gershkovich
Senior Bookkeeper

Dinara Yeung Gilmanova
ESOL Teacher

Giovanna Gouvea
ESOL Teacher

Alvin Irby
Senior Advisor for Reading Promotion

Jasmine Jeffers
Senior Director of Institutional
Advancement

Jessica Jimenez
Associate Manager of Data &
Program Support

Michael Kengmana
Program Manager for English for
Parents & ESOL Teacher

Temis Laguna
Program Manager of Digital Media

Leticia Lopez
Program Manager of Implementation

Rosa Loza
Community Engagement Manager

Audrey Dahyung Oh
Multimedia Specialist

LITERACY PARTNERS

Cynthia McFadden
Senior Legal & Investigative
Correspondent, NBC News

Sabastian V. Niles
Partner, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

Victoria Chu Pao
Former President, S&P Global Platts

Jordan Pavlin
Editor in Chief Alfred A. Knopf

Mark Subias
Talent and Literary Agent, United Talent
Agency

Paige Peterson
Author & Artist-in-Residence

Kimiko Petsche
Program Manager of Adult Literacy

Stephanie Portillo
Program Manager of Outreach

Emily Rifkin
Associate Manager of Development

Katherine Rivera
Senior Manager of Strategic
Partnerships

Bertha Robles-Giron
Program Manager of Parent
Engagement & Special Projects

Erika Rojas
Health Equity Manager

Jeffrey Stauch
Senior Director of Individual Giving

Susan Straub
Senior Advisor for Reading Promotion

Sayyid Tirmizi
English for Parents Teacher

Brunilda Torras
English for Parents Teacher

Lorna Torres

Executive Assistant to the CEO and
Special Projects Manager
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LITERACY
PARTNERS

ANTHONY TASSI, CEO
anthonyt@literacypartners.org

75 Maiden Lane, Suite 1102
New York, NY 10038
646.237.0111

VISIT US
literacypartners.org
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