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Literacy Partners advances 
literacy two generations at a time, 
by supporting adults, parents, and 
caregivers in nurturing the literacy 
skills they and the children in their 
lives need to thrive.

Mission

We envision a world in which 
everyone has the literacy skills 
necessary to create social and 
economic opportunities for 
themselves, their children, and  
their communities.

Vision
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Building a Future With Opportunity for All

Today, a majority of American adults can’t read at a sixth-grade 
level. This reality has far-reaching consequences—aff ecting 
income, health, civic engagement, and opportunity. People with 
stronger literacy skills live longer, earn more, and are more likely 
to vote and participate fully in their communities.

And yet, the literacy challenge doesn’t stop with adults—it’s 
a two-generation problem.

Three out of every four low-income children are already 
behind in reading by third grade, and 80% never catch up.

At Literacy Partners, we believe the best way to predict the 
future is to shape it.

That’s why we tackle literacy from both ends—helping adults 
build their skills and empowering parents and caregivers to 
become literacy champions for their children. Research shows 
two key predictors of a child’s literacy success: 1. Having books 
at home and 2. Having an adult who reads with them. 

Our programs do both—and they work.

Our Impact This Year
Over the past year, our students have learned to read, improved 
their English, and are now reading more with their children—
creating powerful, lasting cycles of opportunity within their 
families and communities.

And the nation is taking notice:
• We received the top honor for advancing literacy from 

the Library of Congress.
• Our educational media won another Emmy Award.
• Families from 30 states and Puerto Rico have joined our programs, and we are expanding 

our reach in our key regions in New York City, Philadelphia, Nevada, and San Diego.

Looking Ahead
With your support, we’re building a future where every family—no matter their zip code—
has the tools and opportunities to read, learn, and thrive. Together, we are shaping a nation 
where everyone can read, work, engage, and contribute.

Our dedication 
to our mission 
is driven 

by one simple truth: 
Talent is everywhere 
across this country, but 
opportunity is not.

With gratitude,

Asaf Bar-Tura
Chief Executive Offi  cer
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Through English language learning, reading instruction, and college and 
career planning, students strengthen their skills, gain confi dence, and open 
new opportunities in the classroom, in the workplace, and at home.

Intensive Classes That Strengthen Families

Intensive Classes Overview:
Our English for Parents program helps parents 
of young children develop their English language 
and literacy skills, enabling them to support their 
child’s learning at home and participate in their 
child’s education.

Our Reading for Adults program supports adults 
who are beginning readers through foundational 
reading instruction and individualized tutoring, 
preparing them to continue their education in 
Adult Basic Education programs.

Our Leadership in Education and Parenting 
seminar series helps young parents complete 
their High School Equivalency diplomas and 
transition into college. In comparison to a similar 
group of parenting students not in LEAP, our 
students earn fi ve times more college credits in 
their fi rst year.

Intensive Classes Overview:

 PROGRAM

English for Parents (EFP)

Reading for Adults (RFA)

Leadership in Education Parenting 

STUDENTS SERVED

306

56

22
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For Spanish-Speaking Parents: 
La Fuerza de Familias Latinas
Our early literacy, Science of Reading, and STEM 
workshops build parents’ ability to support early 
learning, language development, and school 
readiness for their children. The workshops also 
boost the parent-child connection by providing 
ideas for fun activities to do at home that 
engage the whole family. This year, 3,817 parents
participated.

Our workshops equip parents and caregivers with the tools, knowledge, and 
confi dence to support their children’s learning.

Community Workshops That Empower 
Parents to Champion Literacy at Home

For English-Speaking Parents: 
The Power of Families
Through a fi ve-session workshop series, parents 
learn practical ways to create literacy-rich home 
environments and strengthen early reading 
development using principles from the Science 
of Reading.

After participating, parents report reading with 
their children more often, for longer stretches 
of time, and with greater confi dence. They 
also leave with a clearer understanding of how 
children learn to read and how they can support 
that process at home. This year, 190 parents 
participated.

Literacy Partners’ program encourages reading through the connection you make 
with your children. In fact, it gives them that space to express themselves and get 
excited. It also helps with my daughter’s speech. You’re not just reading, but also 

giving her an experience that can be applied to her daily routine.   [Natieli]

Impact:

Reading together 3–4 times per week
increased from

Impact:

of parents now 
use new literacy 

activities at home

86% 60%
more parents 

identify as 
their child’s 

“best teacher”30% to 70%
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I believe that quality 
support at home 
is essential for our 

children’s improvement. 
Through Literacy Partners’ 
workshops, I’ve learned terms 
I didn’t know before, and now 
I put them into practice when 
I read, play, or spend quality 
time with my daughter.   [Ixchel]
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Our educational media strategy extends the impact of our literacy  
programs beyond classrooms, reaching families where they learn, play,  
and spend time together.

Educational Media That Reaches 
Families Nationwide

Books of Their Own
Every student enrolled in our 
programs receives a home 
library of age- and language-
appropriate children’s books. 
After receiving books and 
guidance, parents report 
reading with their children 
every day 50% more often — 
transforming daily routines into 
shared learning moments.

Broadcast Television, 
Video & Digital 
Storytelling
Our award-winning 
educational media brings 
literacy learning to millions of 
families across the country. 
Our social impact telenovela  
La Fuerza de Creer: Dulce 
Sazón won a Children’s and 
Family Emmy Award and 
reached more than 560,000 
viewers, outperforming other 
networks in its time slot and 
accounting for 15% of total TV 
audience share.

I am my 
daughter’s 
first teacher 

at home. My daughter 
is happy knowing 
that books will arrive 
for her. We have a 
lot of fun reading 
together and creating 
magical moments of 
connection.   [Sandra]
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Queenie came to New York from Fujian Province in China, 
bringing with her a deep commitment to her family and a 
belief in creating the best possible future for her children. 
Raising three kids in Queens, she wanted to support them 
confidently at school and participate more fully in the 
community they call home.

Finding Her Voice: Queenie’s Journey

In 2022, she learned about Literacy Partners 
through her daughter’s school and began our 
English for Parents class at the Corona Library. 
She started as a beginner, worked her way to our 
intermediate level, and now takes our Reading 
for Adults intensive class. Every week, she builds 
new vocabulary, practices pronunciation, and 
asks thoughtful questions about grammar. Little 
by little, she has gained confidence speaking on 
the phone, writing in English, and engaging with 
her children’s schools.

Today, Queenie is proud of how far she has 
come and excited for what’s ahead. She hopes to 
continue strengthening her English, deepen her 
relationships with her children, and help others 
in her community find the resources they need 
to thrive. She also dreams of buying a home with 
her family and supporting her husband’s goal 
of opening his own restaurant – a future she is 
moving toward with determination and hope.

You have to push 
yourself to learn. 
It is hard, but one 

day you will be able to 
speak English.   [Queenie]
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Every year, dedicated volunteers play a vital role in helping Literacy Partners 
support adults, parents, and caregivers as they build brighter futures for 
their families. Whether working one-on-one with our students, facilitating 
conversation groups, or helping ship thousands of books to homes across the 
country, volunteers strengthen our programs and deepen our impact.

Our Volunteers Make Our Work Possible

In our English for Parents and 
Reading for Adults classes, 
trained volunteer tutors and 
speaking partners provide 
individualized support that 
builds confidence and reinforces 
learning beyond the classroom. 
This year, we introduced new 
self-paced training resources to 
help volunteers feel even more 
prepared in supporting emerging 
readers and English learners.

Volunteers also help expand 
access to early literacy through 
our Books of Their Own initiative. 
Corporate and community 
volunteer groups sort, pack, 
and distribute books so families 
can build home libraries. One 
corporate partner engaged more 
than 160 volunteers this year to 
help distribute over 21,000 books 
to families nationwide.

Our volunteers don’t just give time 
— they share encouragement, 
connection, and the belief that 
every family can thrive through 
literacy. We are deeply grateful for 
their partnership.

When I got  
the citizenship 
test study 

guide, I brought it to the 
Literacy Partners class 
and my tutor, Miss 
Alice, helped me. She 
was there to celebrate 
me becoming a citizen. 
Miss Alice has been so 
supportive.   [Patrick, 

Literacy Partners student]
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We welcomed hundreds of supporters, changemakers, and literacy champions 
at Pier Sixty in New York City for our 2025 Evening of Readings & Gala Dinner. 
The energy and generosity were palpable!

We raised over $1.1M to support our life-changing literacy programs. 

2025 Gala Highlights

We were honored to celebrate an extraordinary group of individuals:

•	 Erroll McDonald 
VP and Executive Editor at Alfred A. Knopf 
Distinguished Leadership in Literacy Award 

•	 Cynthia McFadden 
award-winning anchor and correspondent 
Lizzie Award

•	 Neil deGrasse Tyson  
astrophysicist, author, and science communicator 
Champion of Literacy 

•	 Bob Woodward 
noted journalist and author 
Lifetime Achievement Award

The phenomenal Oprah Winfrey joined us on stage, sharing powerful words 
about the importance of literacy and storytelling.

Erroll McDonald, Honoree

Cynthia McFadden, Host and Honoree
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Top left: Raquel & Duvol 
Thompson, Supporters

Top right: Patrick Brown, 
student speaker 

Middle left: Bob 
Woodward, honoree and 
Carl Bernstein, journalist

Middle center: Lesley 
Stahl, Presenter and Neil 
deGrasse Tyson, Honoree

Middle right:  
Rare__Vintage Band

Bottom left: Gala Guests

Bottom right: Jean 
Shafiroff, Philanthropist 
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Financials

Revenue

Revenue

Government Grants

Special Events

Foundations & Corporations

Individuals

In-kind Contributions

Investments & Other 

$3,173,269 

$1,174,321 

$692,807 

$363,954 

$222,873 

$785,663 

Expenses

Expenses

Programs

Fundraising

Administrative & Management

$4,271,155

$1,242,012 

$563,725 

Total Revenue $6,412,887 

Total Expenses $6,076,892 
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Our Supporters

Visionary ($100,000+)
Dr. Seuss Foundation
Las Vegas Urban League
National Science Foundation
Nevada Department of Education
New York City Council
New York City Department 
     of Youth and Community 
     Development
The New York Times Company
The New York Women’s 
     Foundation
William Penn Foundation
Workforce Innovation and 
     Opportunity Act, New York 
     State Department of 
     Education

Trailblazer  
($50,000-$99,999)
Charina Foundation, Inc.
The Ellen M. Violett & Mary P.R. 
     Thomas Foundation, Inc.
Glenn W. Bailey Foundation
Joan Ganz Cooney Fund
Marshall Wace North America LP
Cynthia G. McFadden
New York City Department of
     Education
Elizabeth T. Peabody
Penguin Random House
San Diego Foundation

Patron ($20,000-$49,999)
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Sonia Chaliha and Anne Boyle
Cleveland H. Dodge 
     Foundation, Inc.
Diller-Von Furstenberg Family 
     Foundation

Dollar General Literacy 
     Foundation
Guru Krupa Foundation
Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
W. Ross Honey
IAC Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Marc Haas Foundation
News Corp
Jay Ruderman
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLC
Finley and Patrick Shaw
Staten Island Foundation
John Studzinski

Benefactor  
($10,000-$19,999)
Anonymous
Lauren and Daniel Bresler
Daniel G. Brown
DLA Piper LLP
Joni Evans and Bob Perkins
Danielle and David Ganek
Joyce E. Grad
Kristina Hammond and 
     Mike Cassidy
HarperCollins Publishers
Hernan Lopez Family Foundation
The Hyde and Watson Foundation
Yoko Ono Lennon
Courtney E. K. Lewis and 
     Keelan Lewis
LexisNexis
MacKenzie Partners, Inc.
Macmillan Publishers
Newmark & Company Real 
     Estate Inc.
Nicholas Nielsen
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 
     Garrison LLP
Daniel Roberts

Lynn and John Savarese
Seward & Kissel LLP
Simon & Schuster, Inc.
Lesley R. Stahl and Aaron Latham
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen, & Katz
Elsa Walsh and Bob Woodward
Writers House LLC

Partner ($5,000-$9,999)
The Alice M. & Thomas J. Tisch 
     Foundation
Anonymous
Craig Bergstrom
Bradley Brown
Todd Builione
Nancy Burstein and Steven Elliott
Daniel Cope
Christina Curtis
Tinika Brown Davis
Leah Doyle and Peter Coleman
Vicki Downey
Google, Inc.
Hieronymus Foundation, Inc.
Katharine Raymond Hinton and 
     Les Hinton
Grey Hirschfeld
Richard and RyAnn Hooper
Katherine Hu
Lon and Hannah Jacobs
Chad Johnson
Leonard and Judy Lauder
The Lewis Family Charitable Fund
Sara and Andrew Litt
Paula McGlarry
Teresha Miller
The Morrison & Foerster 
     Foundation
NYU Langone
Anders Nemeth
Oliver Wyman
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Zibby S. Owens
Perri Peltz and Eric Ruttenberg
Peter and Helen Haje Foundation
Alexandra Jaffe Ramis and 
     Julian Ramis
Rattner Family Foundation
Lucinda and John Rosso
The Rudolph and Lentilhon G. 
     Von Fluegge Foundation
Calvin Siemer
Senator Olympia J. Snowe and 
     Governor Jock McKernan
Tiger Global Management, LLC
The Travelers Companies, Inc.
The Venetian Las Vegas
Wilson Language Training
Joshua Zwick

Supporter ($1,000-$4,999)
Julie Angell
Anonymous
Stuart S. Applebaum
Joseph L. Arena
Amy Baird
Barbara Taylor Bradford Trust
David Baron
Evan Mason and  
     Garrard R. Beeney
Matthew Bell
Ari Benacerraf
Laurie Bienstock
The Book Group
Sara Bliss-Hamblett and 
     Brooks Hamblett
Anne Brooks
Cynthia Cannell
Kevin Cassidy
Gina Centrello and Richard 
     Constantine
Alissa Clare
Rachel Cobb and 
     Morgan Entrekin 
Cole Family Charitable 
     Foundation

Christine Coulson
Gregory Cupo
Deloitte Services LP
Erik Eason
Vanessa and Lee V. Eastman
ECOERA Capital
Cynthia Estlund
Farrar, Straus, & Giroux
Ronan Farrow
Ruth Ferguson
Brian K. Floca
Tanisha Ford
Charlie Garnett-Benson
John Geanakpolos
Frank and Kim Gilhool
William P. Gillen
The Goldman Sachs Group, Inc.
Herman J. Gray
Louise L. Grunwald and 
     Henry Grunwald
Colette Harron
Janis Harwell
Kimberley Hatchett
Michael Hepinstall
Anne Higonnet
Leigh Hughes
IBM Corporation
Intrinsic Technology Group
Debra A. James
Randall Jones
Don Kessler
David Kirp
Harold Koplewicz
Jason Laidley
Kim and Todd Larsen
Brian Long
Ursula and Paul Lowerre
Junyang Lu
Deborah MacGregor
Olivia Maginley
Regina and Robert Marese
David Mattheis
Henry McGee
Sophie C. McGivney

Sandra and Jonathan Merrill
Joelle Milov
Mintz & Gold LLP
Nina von Moltke
Chappy and Melissa Morris
Joel Motley
Alissa Nann
Mark Neirick
Sheila Nevins and Sidney Koch
Karen Pavlin
Courtney H. Phelps
Don and Penny Pray
Readerlink Distribution 
     Services, LLC
Ashley and Nathan Risinger
Shannon C. F. Rogers
Donna Rosen
Todd Rossignol
Donna and Phillip Satow
Adriana Schwartz
Patricia Searby
Jean and Martin Shafiroff
Kimberly Ayers Shariff
Daniel Shatz
Marian Shin
Bruce and Lynn Surry
The Sutter Family Fund
Erica Tannen
Fiona Theobald
Hannah Thibideau
Raquel and Duvol Thompson
Leslie Thorne
Lynn A. Tyson
United Hospital Fund
Walt & Elizabeth Bachman    
     Fund of The Minneapolis 
     Foundation
Jeffrey Wang
Mark Whitaker
Jake Whitman
The William, Diana, Emily,  
     and Maggie Gray Family 
     Foundation
Willis Towers Watson
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Michael C. Wolf
Jon R. Yaged
Alice Young

Friend ($100-$999)
Adil Ajani
Frank Altomaro
Julia Alvarez and William Eichner
Andy Anderson
Lynn Appelbaum
Arch Insurance
Patricia Arnold
Rohan Arora
Christopher Avellaneda
Sydney Avent
Jennifer Babsin
Bain Capital
Bank of America Matching 
     Gift Program
Emily Barham
Alexis Baron
Anthony Barrows
Rachel Bauer
Leah Beck
Amanda Beisel
Robert Bender
Vivian Berger
Carl Bernstein
Deborah Bernstein and 
     Harvey Hecht
Eric Bicknese
Susan Bizenov
Hilary Black
Simon Blanks
Melvin Blatman
Jongnic Bontemps
Patricia Bost
Grace Bourque
Elaine F. Bowe
Kelsey Bowe
Tina Bowe
Brenda Bowen
The Brian & Robin Fierston 
     Family Fund

Rick Brooke
Nathan Burstein
Rosalie W. Byard
Melita Camilo
John R. Campbell
Amanda Carr and Philip Palmer
Devon Carroll
Joseph Cerniglia
Anthony Chen
Benji Cheung
Edward Clabault
CM Editing
Dayana Coard
Joey Coffy
Mardge Cohen
Rita Cohen
Mark Conard
Delores C. Connors
Deanne Coolidge
Denise Cooper
Jane Coppa
Brian Corcoran
Corebridge Financial
Cosmo Corigliano
Susan Crater
Cecelia J Dais
Marygrace Degrazio
Lynn M. Delidow
Ginette Diaz
Paula Diaz
Dickens Fellowship of New York
Lisa Dimona
Roddey Dowd
John K. Doyle
Amy Drais
Emanuel Duka
Phil Durand
Irina Dynov
Ollie Dyson
Mark Edlin
Andrea Edmonds
John Edwards
Kofi Effah
Lancelot L. Esteibar

Gail Evans
The Everybody Wins Foundation
Family Voices
Thom Finn
Clara Bingham and 
     Joseph Finnerty
Jennifer Fletcher
Jordan Foster
Kristin Foster
Susan Freimark
Craig Friedman
Alexander Gardner
Boris Gettig
Emily Giacoman
Roger Gill
Olivia Glaudel
Ricky Gold
GoodToday.org
Charlotte Gray
Jackie Gray
Louisa Gray
Sydney Gray
Jasjit Grewal
Ellen and Robert Grimes
Katie Gunn
Tracey Hagan
Dawn Harriman
Julianna Haubner
Andrew Heyward
Christopher Hodge
Alan P. Hore and Enid Israelson
Abby Hricik
Kulvinder Hummel
Denise A. M. Hynes
Liz Hynes
Jenny Jackson
Ayman Jaddaa
Deborah Jang
Honoree Jeffers
Brian Johnson
Mona Johnson
Danielle Jones
Katika Jones
William Jones
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Hannah Jopling
Alexandra Joseph
Makeba Junior
Greg Kachejian
Barbara Kancelbaum
Donna Kapes
Brian S. Kaplan
Shelley Annaís Karliner
Louise Katsiaouni
Josephine Andal Kaye
Deborah Kayman
Jacky Keith
Chad Kelsey
Paul King
Gianna Knutson
Kenneth Koen
Ruth Kogan
Kohlberg Kavis Roberts & Co.
Matt Kosovsky
John Kough
Marilyn Lamkay
Chad A. R. Larsen
Christopher Larsen
Katherine Larsen
Mark Larsen
Frances Laterman
Mihae Lee
Keith Leon
Adam Levenson
David Levi
Jane C. Levin
Nancy Levin
Allison Lewandowski
Joan Li
David Litt
Huw Little
Michelle Lopez
Mary Loring
Christopher Lynch
Keenan Lynch
Noelle Macheda
Jenna Magazine
Lyndsey Mahncke
Beth Manning

Arlene Marese
Jessica Margolies
Shweta Massey
Patti Max
Darryl Maxwell
Jessica McCormack
Glenn McDermott
Duby McDowell
Melissa McKillip
Katie McMahon
Nancy McMahon
Sam Means
Janak Melvani
Barbara Mendelson
Samuel Messer
Cindy Mevorah
Andrew Miller
Gabriela Mirea
Patricia Moccia
Addison Montague
Inna Moore
Robert Morria
Greg Morris
Enrico Mossotto
Heather Mount
Philip Moustakis
Kieran Murray
Tendo Mutanda
Avneet Nagra
Fabien Naud
Ellen Nelson
Nicastri Family
Maryanne Nield
Caitlin O’Shaughnessy
Kieran O’Mahony
Jacqueline O’Neill
Justin Oplinger
Joseph Pagnotta
Nick Panayotou
Riya Pandit
Charles Patrick
Laura Patterson
Mary Pell and Dewey Teden 
Mark Petry

Hope and Sumner Pingree
Elyssa Powell
Katie Prybylski
Melinda Pucci
Megan Puzia
Dolores Rasalas
Yael Ravin and Howard Sachar 
Michele Rechler
Hilary Redmon
Anne Reifenberg
Joanna Rein
Jeffrey Renert
Mandy Renert
Sarah Renert
Haley Reynolds
Suzanne Ricco
Toby Richards
Kenneth A. Richieri
Catherine Robinson
Lindsay Rocco
Lynda Rodolitz
Diego A. M. Rodriguez
Christopher Rose
Zach Rosenblatt
Addison Rosenbluth
Tanisha Ross
Larry and Kathryn Roth
Dan Rothschild
Susan Rubin
Paul Sabbatini
Alix Sabin
John and Lisa Sadowski
Anna Saether
Jane Safer
Greg Saffer
Shivani Saith
Maria Sapol
Cathy Scalia
Naomi Schechter
Steve Schwartz
Jeanette and Ruben Selles
Mike Serio
David Sevush
Lisa Sharkey
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Robby Shavel
Mike Sherman
Geri and Martin Singerman
Jeffrey Slivko
Aleksander Slominski
Marcy Smith
Patricia Smith
Ingrid Sotelo
Meg Spencer
S&P Global
Paul Starks
Amanda Stein
Lee Stephens
Anne Strafaci
Susan B. Straub
Scott Swanay

Deborah Swiderski
Anthony Tassi and 
     Azadeh Khalili
Zack Terefenko
Clifford Thau
Matthew Thomas
Matt Thompson
Stephanie Tomei
Bruni Torras
Bonni-Dara Tunik
Anita Turano
Tara Turcotte
David Vandal
Marc Vietor
Kanak Vyas
Cheryl Washington

Barrie Weathersbee
Inez Weinstein
Stephen Wells
Elizabeth Wencl
Peggy Wheeler
Barbara Whinnery
Edna Kane Williams
Lynne Wilson
Saarah Woodby
Alice Yaker
Edward Yanisch
Mark Young
Yuhua Zhang
Diane L. Zimmerman

We are also thankful to our generous supporters who made donations below
$100 in support of our mission to advance literacy two generations at a time.

We greatly appreciate each gift given in support of Literacy Partners and we 
have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this listing. Please notify 
Kristine Cooper, Chief External Affairs Officer, of any inaccuracies or omissions 
by contacting her at kristinec@literacypartners.org. We regret any errors.
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Courtney E. K. Lewis, Chair
Marshall Wace North 
America, LP

Kristina Hammond, Secretary
Chainalysis

Richard Hooper, Treasurer
Clipperton US

Sonia Chaliha 
BNY

Tinika Brown Davis
McDermott Will & Schulte

Ianthe Dugan
Journalist & Author

Aureon A. Herron-Hinds
RSM US LLP

W. Ross Honey
Searchlight Capital

Todd Larsen, 
LexisNexis

Sabastian V. Niles
Salesforce

Jordan Pavlin
Alfred A. Knopf

John Rosso
Triton Digital

Finley Shaw
Finley’s Fiction

Calvin Siemer
The Venetian Las Vegas

Peter Brown, Chair Emeritus

Board of Directors
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75 Maiden Lane, Suite 1102
New York, NY 10038
(212) 725-9200

Visit Us:
literacypartners.org

https://literacypartners.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LiteracyPartners
https://www.instagram.com/litpartners/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/literacypartners
https://www.youtube.com/LiteracyPartners

