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Parents come to LITERACY PARTNERS to 
transform their lives and create a brighter future 
for their families through the power of literacy.
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OUR THEORY OF CHANGE FOR  
TWO GENERATION OUTCOMES

Improve Child  
Outcomes

Build Adult  
Capabilities

With our free classes, workshops, and educational media, parents develop 
the literacy and language skills they need to solve problems and achieve 
success in today’s world. Some of these results include getting a better 
job, navigating the healthcare system to protect their family’s health, and 
advancing to college.

Our research-based curriculum also emphasizes child development and 
parenting topics so that our students can better promote their children’s 
early learning, social emotional growth, and school readiness.

By boosting parents’ capacity, we aim to close the achievement gap —  
and opportunity gap — among young children before they begin school  
and ultimately break the cycle of poverty.
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LETTER FROM THE CEO

Dear Friends:

I don’t think I’ve ever lived through a time that has stretched 
parents in the way this pandemic has, and I could not be prouder 
of the team at Literacy Partners for meeting the moment.

Throughout this constantly unpredictable year, they have stayed 
true to our mission and values, always recognizing our students’ 
strength and resilience, and working hard to create new opportunities for them to learn and 
grow. Watching our teachers respond to rapid change and innovate in the moment has been 
truly inspirational. 

So, despite all the challenges of the past year, I still find myself feeling grateful. I am filled 
with gratitude that I get to witness transformations like Sophia, the mom who can now read 
her daughter a bedtime story, or David, the father who can finally look towards new work 
opportunities as his English improves. I’m thankful for our staff’s commitment to social justice 
as we launched our Health Equity initiative and reached 1,300 families with vaccine info in their 
home language.  

I am grateful to have shared in the pride of our student Angie, whose recitation of the poem  
“The Unglam Mom” at our I Love This Poem event was filled with as much poise and power as 
those performed by the actor and rapper Common and the writer Tommy Orange.

At Literacy Partners, we know we are on a journey of transformation and healing. I hear it in 
every conversation I have with our staff. Each step our students take reverberates with hope. 
We are doing the work of social change, one parent at a time. At a moment when there are so 
many worthwhile causes competing for your time and attention, I am so grateful for you and 
your continued support. Through the stories shared in this annual report, I hope you can share 
in that gratitude as well.  

Sincerely,

Anthony Tassi

PS. In 2021, we provided 9,112 age appropriate books in English and several other languages 
to the children of our students. Thank you so much for your help!
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A MOTHER’S JOURNEY TO LEARN ENGLISH

Like so many others, Irene left her home country searching for a better life for her family. 
The violence in El Salvador had become too much to bear. She had seen colleagues die 

at the hands of ruthless gangs. She herself had received death threats. Irene feared for 
her life, and that of her young daughter. She made the sacrifice of leaving behind a nearly-
grown son to move to the U.S. to ensure her baby’s safety. She arrived six years ago, fiercely 
determined to provide her daughter with the opportunity to thrive.

It was rough going at first. “I had to start from zero,” she notes. She’d had a job in 
El Salvador, and wanted to continue to work, but, Irene reports, “I lost many work 
opportunities because I didn’t know English.” For example, this past summer, she had a 
job opportunity, but when the interview started and she spoke in Spanish, the response 
was quick and cold: “You are not who we are looking for.” She left, feeling “frustrated and 
defeated.” These kinds of experiences built up her resolve: “I am going to set a goal for 
myself — I am going to learn English.”

She faced challenges trying to meet this goal. Her first attempt was not a success.  
“I registered to take English classes, but I felt like I couldn’t understand anything...I felt 
embarrassed to ask questions or even talk.” Finding Literacy Partners changed everything.

ENGLISH FOR PARENTS

Photo Credit: Holger Thoss

I am a mother, wife, 
and a student with 
dreams and drive 
to succeed in this 
country.

— IRENE



LITERACY PARTNERS    IMPACT: 2021 ANNUAL REPORT

ENGLISH FOR PARENTS

The method, and the people, she says, make all the difference. “The teachers take their time 
to explain things to us,” Irene says, and she feels they are “dedicating their time only to me.” 
“In other programs,” she continues, if you don’t talk, “no one will follow-up. Here, they make 
sure I talk...make sure I am participating.”

Now with another baby (Austin is one, while her daughter Fernanda is now seven), Irene has 
to squeeze in her English work while taking care of her growing family and completing her 
undergraduate degree. Sometimes, she says, “I am attending classes while breastfeeding. 
But all of these sacrifices are worth it, I know it is going to pay off.”

She already sees a big payoff: “Being in the classes has helped me to overcome the fear of 
speaking English.” The biggest impact is how her own skills are helping her daughter grow 
and learn. “Learning English has helped me enjoy learning with my daughter,” she says, 
adding, “We talk in English! Before, I used to ask her ‘How do you say this?’ Now when I pick 
her from school I ask her in English, ‘How was your day? What did you do?’” Irene can now 
text her daughter’s teacher directly when they need support with homework, and she is 
comfortable using her English at her daughter’s school. Irene also uses the books she gets 
from Literacy Partners to strengthen her daughter’s reading. She likes how intentional the 
book choices are. “I like sharing them with her and reading together. I am practicing and 
learning while spending quality time with my daughter.” She is even helping her husband 
with his English. “He has been here 18 years, but can’t write. I am teaching him! I feel so 
proud!” Irene exclaims. “I am a mother, wife, and a student with dreams and drive to 
succeed in this country.”  

ENGLISH FOR PARENTS: 
Parents achieved meaningful success in our English classes, 
despite the many challenges of Covid-19

  78% graduated to the next level of English proficiency

  68% increased the frequency of reading with their children

  88% felt better prepared to talk with the doctor about their  
child’s health—including their mental health

  94% said the program reduced their stress levels

5
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READING FOR ADULTS

PERSISTENCE PAYS OFF IN LEARNING TO READ

Sophia laughs when asked about why  
she enrolled with Literacy Partners.  

“I was really struggling!” she blurts out.  
“I needed better opportunities, for me and my 
daughter.” She knew that her limited reading skills 
were holding her back from the life she envisioned 
for herself and her young daughter. Working an 
overnight job stocking retail, she had little time 
to spend with her four-year old. And, with no high 
school diploma, and reading skills below the third 
grade level, Sophia felt little hope of a better future. 
Desperate to change her situation, she turned to 
searching the internet. She knew she needed a 
personal connection, somebody who could really 
invest in her and help her make her way. She found 
Literacy Partners online, made a call, and was 
surprised that the program got back to her right 
away. Maybe, she thought, this will be my chance. 

Sophia joined the Reading for Adults program in April and was paired with her tutor Ritu, 
and the two quickly developed an easy, natural rapport. Sophia found the work challenging 
at first. She laughs recounting how during the Rose and Thorn exercise to identify each 
day’s highs and lows, “all I had was thorns. At first I didn’t understand the process, and 
I was annoyed!” But the relationship with Ritu grounded her, and her persistence paid off. 
The innovative one-on-one method began to click. The pair meet twice a week via Zoom, and 
Ritu teaches Sophia to read using a scripted curriculum. They read together while Ritu offers 
support and reinforces Sophia’s efforts. Sophia has thrown her whole heart into the program. 
“She comes with a positive attitude, seriousness and hard work,” notes Ritu. She is such an 
active participant that her teacher, Kimiko, thinks of her as a model and inspiration for other 
students to engage. 

After only 6 months, Sophia was making steady progress, and her life had changed by leaps 
and bounds. With her new reading skills, she was able to quit her night job to work at a child 
care center, something she never dreamed was possible. “I thought I’d never be able to work 
with kids, because they are learning to read’’ and that was something she doubted she could 
ever help with. Not any more. “I can read a book to them!” she boasts. Her new reading skills 
have also made her more confident with her daughter Bliss as well. “I used to be nervous at 
bedtime. Bliss wants a bedtime story, and my boyfriend would do it...I was ashamed. Now I read 
a night time story with her.” Caps for Sale is the family favorite these days.
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Now Sophia has set her sights even higher. Next up is her high school equivalency exam, and 
she’s thinking about college. She loves that the program stays with students so that once they 
achieve one goal, they can start working towards the next. She knows that Ritu will support 
her as she takes her next steps. Ritu confirms that she is ready to follow Sophia throughout 
her “learning journey.” “We are here to get down to business,” she adds. “There are days we are 
both tired, but...it’s easy to show up when you know that the other person is in it with you.”

Sophia echoes the sentiment. “Y’all really take care of me and made sure I had the right 
person and had what I need to grow in this program.” 

...And A Volunteer Tutor Finds Meaning and More 

In seeing a volunteer opportunity, Ritu was hoping for a meaningful experience that fit into 
her busy work schedule. What she didn’t expect was that she would be making a new 

friend. “Sophia let me become part of her life, and we get to know each other...It’s definitely 
a friendship.” As a business consultant with a hectic work life, Ritu was looking for the right 
opportunity to give back. Her heart was in literacy, since reading had always been such an 
important part of her life. But, most of the volunteer opportunities she came across focused 
on reading with children, and that didn’t feel quite right for her. When Ritu happened upon 
Literacy Partners, she knew she had found her match. “It was really unique and it really 
made sense. Being able to read to your kids...I was really drawn to that!” She found 
the staff very responsive, and the method organized, “which didn’t seem to be the case” at 
other organizations. 

Ritu also appreciated the chance to work with just one student over time. “I really like the 
one-on-one... you become really invested,” Ritu explained. “I look forward to it after work... 
I learn something every time!” She also found a strong 
sense of community. Ritu explained that because the 
program structure is so intentional, “it incentivizes 
people to stay...the tutors stick with it.” She found she 
would often return to the main Zoom session to chat 
with program staff, ask questions that arose, or simply 
share an anecdote about Sophia’s progress. “Staff check 
in all the time, to see what we need and come up  
with creative ways to help. They give the time and show 
up every session. You never feel like you’re doing it  
by yourself.”

The biggest lesson for Ritu is that, ultimately, she may 
be getting as much out of the tutoring as Sophia is. It’s 
given her a fresh perspective and made her “more open 
minded” as she’s learned how to put herself squarely in 
“someone else’s shoes.” 

READING FOR ADULTS

Photo Credit: Holger Thoss
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LEAP

COLLEGE ACCESS:  
A BRIGHTER FUTURE

Maritza sits in her sunny Florida living 
room cuddling her dog and keeping an 

eye on her rambunctious 4 year old son 
Savior. Her older son Luchien is off at school, 
her fiancé is at work and she is reflecting 
on all the plans she is currently juggling. 
Getting a job as a 911 dispatcher once a 
childcare slot opens up for Savior; a career  
in the human services field “to pay it 
forward;” a class that would certify her 
to be a foster parent.

That Mariza’s life would look like this at 25 
was not always obvious, least of all to her.

She grew up in the Bronx with a single 
mother. Things got challenging when 
she and her mom “hit a bad patch” and 
Maritza entered foster care at age 13. 
She was moved from facility to facility 
and then got pregnant at 15. A program 
for pregnant and parenting teens gave 
her some stability, but becoming a 
mother at such a young age was rough 
and scary. She had no support from 
family or her baby’s father, and she fell 
into a postpartum depression. Luckily, the 
program provided her with therapy, and she 
recovered after a very difficult first year 
with her son Luchien. However, her education took a big hit.

She had tried to attend high school while pregnant, but she felt embarrassed by her 
situation. She found herself easily frustrated — something she attributes to her foster care 
years, constantly starting over in new schools with new people. When she tried to return  
to high school at 18, she was already living in her own apartment and working at McDonalds 
to support herself. With a toddler at home and the constant struggle to find childcare, she 
“felt like it was no use.” But she knew that her current situation was “not going to cut it.”

 I joined [Literacy Partners] 
because it was people my 
age, and mothers, and it 
would be great to see and 
hear what they are going 
through… I didn’t expect 
them to have things in 
common with me… to uplift 
each other and learn from 
each other!

— MARITZA
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LEAP

It was at that point that Maritza heard about Literacy Partners, and entered one of our 
classes targeting young parents who need educational support. The program was a turning 
point for her. “I joined because it was people my age, and mothers, and it would be great 
to see and hear what they are going through,” she recalled. What she got, though, was so 
much more. “I didn’t expect them to have things in common with me…to uplift each other 
and learn from each other!” she continued. The program helped her cope with the demands 
of managing her education and raising her young son. “It was overwhelming, my grades 
were slacking,” she notes, but Literacy Partners taught her how to make the time she 
needed for homework. “Learning to meditate helped me stay on my school work…without 
the program, I would not have graduated on time!” 

Not only did Literacy Partners help Maritza stay on track academically, but “it taught me how 
to parent. I learned patience… that it’s okay if you are frustrated with your child to walk 
away, let them know you need a moment, instead of lashing out.” She also lets on that she 
is a much better playmate for her children now. “I learned how to follow their lead. I used to 
be like ‘what do you mean the dinosaur is a princess, that’s impossible.’ Now I know to let 
them have an imagination.”

She can imagine a bright future for all of them now. Despite the pandemic, she obtained her 
Associate’s degree in 2021, and now plans a return to school to complete her Bachelor’s.  
As for her children, she now knows better than to set their goals for them — “they change 
their minds everyday” — but she wants “to encourage them to do what they really want  
to do, accomplish all their dreams. I want them to live a better life than I did.” She is  
on her way to making that wish come true. 

LEADERSHIP FOR EDUCATION AND PARENTING (LEAP):
Our College Access Program for Young Moms

29 young moms have enrolled in our LEAP program in partnership with Bronx 
Community College. In comparison to other parents in the same high school 
equivalency degree program, they have been:

   55% more likely to earn a high school equivalency degree

  41% more likely to enroll in college

And they have accumulated 5x as many college credits.

9
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I Love This Poem: A Celebrity Reading

The event was co-hosted by podcaster, publisher, and book influencer, Zibby Owens, and critically 
acclaimed author, Mira Jacob.

WORDS SHAPE OUR WORLD
2020 changed our world forever. In the midst of the global pandemic, a long-overdue 
reckoning with racial violence and injustice from our nation’s past — and present — 
began to take shape. As an organization founded in the struggle for civil rights and 
tracing our origins to the Emancipation movement, we were inspired by this new 
wave of activism and engagement.

In response, we created Words Shape Our World, a digital series of literary and 
social justice events featuring some of today’s most compelling voices. Thousands  
of people have gathered together online to find inspiration in art, scholarship  
and activism.

Poetry has long been a force for personal growth, expression, and 
social justice. This event featured intimate poetry readings from 

some of the most compelling voices in film, television, theater, and 
the world of books. We are proud to highlight two of our students 
who also shared their favorite poem. 



SECTION NAME
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Monica BunayAngie Ventura

Liev Schreiber

Danai Gurira

Common

Tayari Jones

John Lithgow

Cleo Wade



        

LA FUERZA DE FAMILIAS LATINAS

I always try to go a little deeper 
in terms of information, and I try 
to make them feel that everything 
they share is very important.

— JULY

PARENT LEADERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE

When July (pronounced Julie) and her family arrived from Colombia to settle in Staten 
Island five years ago, she hoped to continue working as a special education teacher. 

However, she encountered “many, many barriers” to continuing in her field in the U.S. She 
desperately wanted to contribute financially to her family, but with limited English and no 
one to take care of her one-year-old son (her older son was already in school), she had little 
choice but to stay home and focus on raising her kids. She loved being able to spend so much 
time with her youngest, but she sometimes wondered if she would ever be called teacher 
again. But after two years at home, “the need awakened” in her and she knew it was time 
for something more. She got involved with a local organization that helped her find work 
as a nanny, and, at the same time, she found Literacy Partners Spanish-language program, 
La Fuerza de Familias Latinas, which is underwritten by the William Penn Foundation, the 
Staten Island Foundation, and the Clinton Foundation. 

July immediately felt connected to the program. “I was interested in all the topics they 
talked about...education, the development of children. I loved the program!” The workshops 
enabled her to express herself in a better way and positively “influence the communication 
development” of her children, echoing her own studies as a teacher. Most of all, she was 
grateful to have an opportunity to learn in her native language: “The most important thing  
is that it focused on people who speak Spanish.” 

The workshops also helped her build 
confidence and find community. Indeed, she 
found the program so fulfilling, it motivated her 
to get more involved and join Literacy Partners 
as a facilitator in the program. July knew she 
had the capabilities, and that Literacy Partners 
would help her develop the tools she needed 
“to provide to the Latino community” what she 
had so longed for when she first arrived, “from 
a person who also lived it.” She sees herself in 
the moms who come to the program, and she 
wants them to reap the same benefits she did.

Photo Credit: Holger Thoss12 
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LA FUERZA DE FAMILIAS LATINAS
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STORY
Parents watch 
video clips we 
produced with 

Univision

LA FUERZA
   de Famililas Latinas

VOICE
They discuss what 

they’ve seen and how 
it relates to their 
child’s learning

ACTION
They try 

something new  
at home with 

their kids

She completed her facilitator training in 
March, and has nothing but praise for the 
trainer —“she’s the dearest of dear”—and for 
the tools, tips and strategies she learned. 
Not surprisingly, July takes the work of 
facilitating La Fuerza workshops very seriously. 
“I always try to go a little deeper in terms of 
information, and I try to make them feel that 
everything they share is very important,” she 
notes. She appreciates the workshop content 
even more now as a facilitator. Facilitating 
workshops on Zoom and WhatsApp during 
the pandemic has led her to learn new 
technology skills as well. More than ever, she 
feels gratitude for the learning, and for the 
pride and fulfillment she now gets from her 
work again. “To be able to be here, to give 
workshops, to be able to educate, to be able 
to teach...This is really exciting for me.  
That first day I was called teacher, you  
can’t imagine...it touched my heart.”  

WORKSHOPS
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Dorothy Strelsin Foundation
Literacy Partners is grateful to the Dorothy Strelsin Foundation 
for its generous gift to establish the Dorothy Strelsin Foundation 
Endowment at Literacy Partners. The Endowment will bring the 
joy of reading to families for years to come.
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Michael C. Wolf
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FRIENDS 

Adrienne Abbate

Dimple Abichandani

Sandra Abramson

Ijeamaka Achebe

Janet Acheson

Hal Ackerman

Jill Adams

Lois Adams

David Adamson

Sharon Addison

Cheryl Addleman

Amma Addo

Jayme Adelson-Goldstein

Faith Adiele

Barbara Adkisson

Jan Adler

Tara Affolter

Jane Affonso

Nina Agel

Steven Aguilar

Nadia Ahmad

Carolyn Ainslie

Holly Ajala

Elizabeth M. Akian

Sophie Albert

Denise Albright

Michelle Alcaraz

Saadia Alem

Nicole Alexander

Lili Allen

Sharron Allen

Jody Allen

Nia Allen

Barbara Allen

Kal Alston

Sandra Alvarenga

Beniamino R. Ambrosi

Marion Amore

Bernadette Anand

Abbie Anderson

Debbie Anderson

Ericka Anderson

HZ Anderson

Lynne Anderson

Susan Anderson

Anthony Anenome and Vivian 
Pyle

Jason Angell

Sharda Angl

Patricia Apfelbaum

Susanne Appe

Barbara Appel

Lynn Appelbaum

Stephanie Apt

Esther Araya

Joseph L. Arena

Diane Ariker

Cynthia Armster

James E. Arnold

Noel Arretche

Ann Arthur

Deborah Aschkenes

Melanie Ash

Evelyn Asher

Ira G. Asherman and Sandra 
Vance Asherman

Galit Askenazi

Leandra Askew

Michele Asprer

Nevah Assang

Siobhan C. Atkins

Lynne Auld

Kyra Auslander

General Lloyd and Charlene 
Austin

Dianna Autrey

Sydney Avent

Kandecia Avery

Alan D. Aviles

Beverley Awbrey

Tiphini Axtell

Maryam Ayazi

Elise Baach

Patricia Bacarella

Nicole Bacon

Joy Bacon

Eleanor Bader

Margaret Bailey

Jill Bailin Rembar

Patrice Baker

Frances Baker

Zakiah Baker

Gange and Girija Balagangeyan

Stefanie Balandis

Malaga Baldi

Megan Baldrige

Felicia Ballard

G Balthazar

Brett J. Banakis

Elizabeth Banco

Aditi Banga

Dylan Baquet

Cary Barbor

Jonas Barciauskas

Beth Barefoot

Cynthia Bargar

Nancy Barickman

Cecilia Barja

Rhonda Barnat

Carol Barnett

Rosalind Barnett

Nicole Barr

Reka Barton

Pearl Bates

Charles Bathgate

Christina Batipps

Takita Battle

Kalynn Bayron
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Dr. Tenesha A. Bazemore

Jenelle Beavers

Kate Becker

Diana Bednara

Raha Behnam

Monica Bell

Lisa Bellamy

Ali Bellizia

Alfreda Belton

Giselle Benatar

Michael Bencivenga

Robert Bender

Barbara Bengels

Susan Benner

Tracey Bennett

Daniel Benzler

Erasma Beras-Monticciolo

Vivian Berger

Kristina Berger

Mark Berman

Amanda Bernal

Fredrick Berry

Elaine Besd

Faith Bethelard

Donna Betts

Cathy Betts

Taina Bien-Aime

Richard Bittner

Kathleen Bittrich

Lauren Bittrich

Michael Bittrich

Caroline Bittrich

Dylan Bittrich

Tyler Bittrich

Ofronama Biu

Kiki Black

Kimberly Blacklow

BlackRock

Eve Blackwater

Alexandra Blair

Brandon Blake

Edward Blanchard

Sara Blanchard

Dean Blase

Mercedes Bleattler

Caroline Bleeke

Ann Blevins

India Blow

Casey Blue James

Jennifer Blum

Shyvone Blunt

Jasmine Bocz

Pamela Bohl

Beth Bojarski

Pamela Bolden

Alex Boldin

Philathia Bolton

Toni Bonner

Julie Boss

Greet Bosworth

Yvette Bouquet

Marissa Bouska

Paula E. Bowen

Matthew Boyd

Vicki Boyd

Caroline Boyle

Colleen Boyle

O Bradford Jackson

Iris Bradley

Donna and Calvin D. Bragg

Melissa Brainard

Andrea Brandon

Cheryl Brannan

Wendy Brannen

Sidney Breibart

Mary Bren

Judith Brennet

Erlinda Brent

Kristin Bresnahan

Shelby Brewster

Michelle Brier

Brian Brink

Diane Brinkley

Alison and Bill Bristol

Michelle Britt

Claire-Maria Broaddus

Che Broadnax

Melanie H. Broder

Louisa Brody

Shannon Brogan

Maria Brooks

Leonie Brooks

LeRonn Brooks

Sharon Brooks

Marilyn Broussard

Michelle Browder

Christina Brown

Shavon Brown

Susannah Brown

Nicole Brown

Kate Brown

Crystal Brown

Luiza Brown

Lynn Brown

Gwen Brown

Loyse Brown

Nikki Brown

Denise Brown-Saddler

Alissa Brownrigg Small

Laura Brubacher

Lena Brull

Iris Brunson

James Bryant

Callie Brzezinski

Florence Buchanan

Adrienne Burgess

Tarna Burgos

Alexander Burns

Karen Burns

Sam Burns

Malve Burns

Nautika Burroughs

Nathan Burstein
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Susan Burton

Brandi Bushman

Robin Buskey

Alison Butler

Sandra Butler

Belle Butler

Rosalie W. Byard

Barbara Byers

Carrie Byler

Diane Cabrales

Tameka Cage Conley

Katie Calhoun

Kathleen Callahan

Jenelle Callender

Jackie Cameron

Liz Camfiord

Jess Camp

Yvonne Campbell

Denise Campbell

Katherine Campbell

Lorraine Canada

Mark Canavera

Giulia Cancro

Hope Cannady

Kathleen Cannon

Brandi Cannon

Kenneth Capers

Robert E. Carberry

Megan Carey

Mary Carley

Christi Carpenter

Kathryn Carr

Laurine Carson

Christa Carter

Karen Carty

K L Caruthers

Gabrielle Casieri

Ted and Laura Cassera

Shannon Catanella

Angela Caulder

Natasha Cavalli

Karen Cavanaugh

Melissa Centeno

Max Chafkin

Donna Chambers

Nathaniel Chandler

Caren Chang

Ricia Chansky

Joyce F. Chapple

David Charlesworth

Maura Cheeks

Heidi Chen

Ann Chen

Gerald Chertavian

Elizabeth Chiarelli

Louise Chiatovich

Mrs. Hymen Childs

Alice Chin

Julie Chisolm

Ann Chou

Anwesha Choudhoury

Karen Chow

Cheryl Christie

Jon Christie

Heidi Chua

NaNotchka Chumley

Kelley Chunn

Michael Churchman

Terezia Cicelova

Alison Cifello

Heather Ciociola

Evgenia Citkowitz-Sands

Jesse Claflin

Kris Clarenbach

Lynn Clark

Margaret Clark

Alyce Clark

Tia Clark

Sarah Clark

Michelle Clark-Cadwell

Beth Clarke

Denise Clarke

Marjorie Clarke

Lesa Cline-Ransome

Nancy Clingan

Clive J. Davis Foundation

Linda S. Clopton

Rosalyn Coates

Rita Cohen

Bret Cohen

Deborah Cohen

Suzann Cohen

Scott Cohen

Arlene Cohen

Susan Cohen

Andreea Cohen

Kayla Cohen

Richard and Alexandra Cohn

Ann Colburn

Sheila Coleman

Cheryl Coleman

Barbara Coleman

Lisa Coley

Chekejai Coley

Carol Collard

Constance Collier-Mercado

Kathy Collins

Elizabeth Collins

Deana Collins

Aracelie Colon

Dalonnda Conley

Jeanine Conley Davis

Peggy Conlon-Madigan

Sara Connell

Mary Conroy

Susan Conti

Derron Cook

Sandi Cook

Alicyn Cooley

Liza Cooper

Linda Cooper

Beverly Cooper-Wiele

Bev Cope
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Carol Copelan

Samuel Corfman

Sheila Corkhill

Nicole Cormaci

Carol Corneilse

Bett Cornetta

Carmen Corrales

Katie and Johnny Coster

Donna Cotzen

Paige Cox

Alison Craig

Catherine Crawford

Crawford-Doyle Charitable 
Foundation

Valeria Cray

Beth Crispin

Sherrill Cropper

Clare Crosh

Diane Crothers

Steven Crowley

Pamela Crowley

Carla Cuffee

Julie Culling

Margaret Cunningham

Alexis Cupo

Ali Curley

Judith and Kenneth Curr

Patricia Curran

Cindy Curran

Robyn Curry

Aliyah Curry

Mary Czajkowski

Rosemarie DaCosta

Joni Daidone

Kathleen Daly

Patricia Daly

Suzanne Damato

Julie Damerell

Dondi Dancy

Nora Daniel

Kathy Daniels

Gail Dapolito

Elaina Dariah

Craig Datz

Alexandra Daum

Paula David

Barbara and George P. Davidson

David Davies

Emily Davies

Mary Elinore Davies

Rebecca Davies

Katherine Davies

Jo Dee Davis

Julia Davis

Kelli Davis

Sundra Davis

Aisha Davis

Laura Davis

Sarah Davis

Tanya Davis

Billi Davis

Russella Davis-Rogers

Terry Davis-Shackelford

Keena Day

Ja’Van Daye

Frederic De Guzman

Yuriko de la Cruz

Noelia de la Cruz

Mary de la Fe

Beatriz De Laster

Danielle Deadwyler

Nicholas N. Decarlo

Francine DeFrance

Gilia Degange

Karyn Degnan

Johanna Dehler

Catherine Del Tito

Davine Del Valle

Jill D. Delman

Stancey DeLuca

Ginger Demille

Casey Denis

Dawn Dennis

Rebecca DePerno

Susan Deschampe

Gillian Deseve

Jacqueline Deval

Debra DeVaughn

Lynn Deveaux

Allison Devereux

Racquel DeVille

Katie Devine

Julie Devine

Katie Devlin

Dawn Dew

Cynthia DeWitt

Angelo Diamantidis

Allitia DiBernardo

Mechelle Dille

Pamela Dingle

Alexis Dobbins

Alejandra Dominguez

Christine Donnelly

Maureen Donnelly

Winifred Dorce-Evans

Gail Dorney

Carrie Dorsey

Jim Dougan

Joan L. Downs

John K. Doyle

Heather Doyle

Donna Drake

Christiana Drapkin

Tiffany Dreher

Samuel Duboff

Meredith Duff

Sheila Dugan

Virginia Duiven

Valerie Dulk

Yuki Dumaresq

Carol Dunahoo

Caryl Dunavan

Susan Dunkin
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Lorraine J. Dunklin

Charlotte Dunn

Liz Dunshee

Lisandrea Duque

Elaine Durbach

Cynthia Dutton

Carol Ann Dyer

Dalia Ebeid

Carl Ebeling

Sara Eckel

Tracy Edgerton

Carol O. Edwards

Lavedia Edwards

Mekela Edwards

LeKeisha Edwards

Jane Ehlke

Elizabeth Einstein

Debra Elfenbein

Katherine Ellington

Mary Elliott

Charles Ellis

William Emanuel

Marissa Embola

Marie Enge

Courtney Engel

Lea England

Susan Englander

Rebecca Entel

Meryl Epstein

Susan Epstein

Dorcas Erskine

Tema Esberg

Linda Estrada

Joni Evans and Bob Perkins

Sheila Ewall

Joan Exum-Black

Cheryl Fabio

Tina Fabrique

Johanna Falber

Amy Falk

Ashley Farrish

Angela Fasick

Sharita Fauche

Feleciai Favroth

Randa Fayez

Amy Feath

Campbell Fee

Shauna Feely

Louise Feinberg

Brian Feinberg

Cindy Link Feiner

Kaerla Fellows

Tracy Felton

Natarsha Fennie

Taunya Ferguson

Cynthia Fey

Juliana Fidler

Jessica Fielden

Barbara Fields

Sandi Fifield

Megan Finch

Diana Finch

Ariane Finkel

Barbara and Stanley Finkel

Marion Finley

Grahme Fischer

Harvey Fischer

Mike Fischer

Bena Fisher

Patricia Fitzgerald

Kay Fitzgerald

Anne Fitzpatrick

Cheryl Flack

Martha Flanders

Samantha Fleeter

Emma Flemming

Isa Flores

Kathryn Folland

Alexa Folsom-Hill

Susan Forbes

Tanisha Ford

Stacey Ford

Carey Forsberg

Sandi Forsythe

Crystal Forte

Jane Foss

Barbara Foster

Ann Fountain

Patricia Fox

Valerie Foxx

Fran Fran

Josephine Franc

William Day Frank

Michele Frank

Sally Frank

Renee Frank-Conway

Valentina Fratti

Fredricka Frazier

Deborah Frazier

Rhonda Frederick

Lawrence W. Freedland

Shade Freeland

Tracey Frey

Ellen Freytag

Dr. Philip Fried

Stephanie Frierson

Beth Fuget

Kathleen Fulgenzi

Ingrid Furlong

Sherry Fyman

Lauren Gabriele

Charles Gaenslen

Sara Gaetjens

Judith Gage

Alejandra Gagliarducci

Alisha Gaines

Madeline Gale

Jeffrey Gall

Mark Gall

John Gall

Gail Gall

Robert J. Gallagher

Emily Gallagher
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Denise Gamble

Jai Gandhi

Meredith Gano

Mary Ganz

Leyda Garcia

Nydia Garcia

Monique Garlington

María Garreton

Deborah Garrison

Emelie Gaughan

Alyson Gauley

Marva Gaylor

Karin Ge

Laura Genet

Alex George

Kathryn Gersham-Lancaster

Yevgeniya Gershkovich

Rick Getschow

Natzinet Ghebrenegus

Bita Gholamali

Naomi Gibbs

Thomas Gilbert

Judyth Gilbert

William P. Gillen

Grete Gillern

Julia Gillern

Deirdre Gilliam

Cheryl Gilliam

Patrick Gilligan

Jennette Gilmore

Kari Ginkgo

Sheronda Gipson

Bonnie Joy Giu

Vaughn Glapion

Malcom Glenn

Clark Glennon

Roberta Glick

Kiah Gluck

Linda Gold

Adena Goldberg

Tess Golden

Thelma Golden

Susan Goldman

Elaine R. Goldman

Lowell Goldsmith

Benjamin Goldstein

Dan Gollub

Joel Gomez

Josie Gonsalves

Teresita Gonzales

Erica Gonzalez

Samanta Gonzalez

Vandalia Goode

Timothy Goodell

Kate Goodman

Amy Gordon

Gail Gordon

Andrea Gordon

Zuri Gordon

Lisa Gordon-Cain

Alexandra Gorelik

Hayley Gorenberg

Jurema Gorham

Karen Gormandy

Olanna Goudeau

David Gould

Kelley Gove

Misasha Graam

Judy Graboyes

Maurie Grafas

Emily Graff

Maria Grant

Tashann Grant

Jackie Grant

Carolyn J. Grantham

Gwynne Grasberger

Elizabeth Gratch

Cherie Gray

Alexandra Gray

Eleanor Grease

Bradley Green

Elaine Green

Kaylynn Green

Nancy Green

Diane Green-Lee

Aisha Greene

Kia Gregory

Miles Grier

Stuart Griffin

Simone Griffin

Tarshia Griffin

Roxanne Griffith

Rosanna Griffith

Tonya Grimes

Jill Groblewski

Ethan Grossman

Leanne Grossman

Sharon Grotevant

Nicole Guillemet

Nora Guseman

Brian Gutherman

Emily Guthrie

Abraham Gutman

David Guttenfelder

Laura H

Wendy Haber

Roz Hague-Foster

Hilary Haimes

Okyeame Haley

Sam Hall

Concetta Hall

Carolyn Halliday

Ellen Halloran

Elizabeth Halper

Judith Halsey

Katherine Halsey

Joan Halvorson

Elinor Hands

Laura Hanifin

Lia Hannon

Anita Haravon

Carol Hardison

Diana Hardy
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Pamela Hardy

Sharon Harper

Lakisha Harper

Jessica Harris

Sharon Harris

Maya Harris

Judith Harris

Eugene Harris

Henrietta Harris

Margie Harris

Patricia Harris

Alexandra Harrison

Domenique Harrison

Nicole Hart

Kimberly Hart

Glen T. Hartley

Ben Hartwell

Don Harvey

Linda Hassan

Kevin Hatcher

Phyllis Hatfield

Felicia Haury

Bernadine Hawes

Keywanne Hawkins

Lorna Hawthorne

Dawn Hayami

Maureen Hayes

Laura Hayes

Julian Anthony Haywood

Kim Hazel

Kishayna Hazlewood

Erin Healy

Gary Hearne

Amber Heath

Kenya Heath

Bridgett Allen Hedgeman

Luisa Heinz

James Held

Aurora Helm

Judith Henderson

Audrey Henderson

Zakia Henderson-Brown

Marian Henneman

Patricia Henni

Gisele Hennings

Nicole Henry

Joyce H. Herd Evans

Susan Hering

Julie Hernandez

Toni Herrick

Jacquelyn Herring

David Herschfeld

Rachel Hersh

Hannah Hickok

Kelly Higgins

Kathryn Higuchi

Gianna Hill

Sara Hill

Sally Hill

Wendi Hill

Amadi G. Hines

Victoria Hines

Judy Hnat

Jane Hoberman

Joyce Hodel

Allison Hoden

Antonia Hoekstra

Leigh Hofheimer

Lisa Hoganson

Stacy Hogsett

Robin Holbrook

Alexis Holdman

Margaret Holland

Sheryl Holland

Jill Holloway

Skye Holly

Earl-Rodney Holman

Robin Homonoff

Esther Honda

Tracy Hooper

Kristin Hoover

Jennifer Hope

Kathryn Hopkins

Shawntaye Hopkins

Alan P. Hore and Enid Israelson

Julia Horowitz

Marjorie Horsey

Ricci Horwedel

Brian Hotchkiss

Morgan Hough

Will Houghteling

Saly Howard

Tene Howard

Alexandra Hoyle

Kimberly Hudson

Sharon Hudson

Ryan Huettel

Katrina Huffman

Shirli Hughes

LaTerri Hughes

Stephanie Hughes

EJ Hunter

Kimberlynn Hunter

Roslyn Hunter

Mary Anne Hunting

Erin Hurley

Martha Hurley

Amran Hussein

Janet Huston

Jecca Hutcheson

Annie Hwang

Kate Hymes

Atain Ibia

Andrea Igdalsky

Olachi Ihekwaba

Colleen Inaim

Intel Foundation

Kathryn Ioannides

Alvin Irby

Adrienne Irmer

Anasuya Angela Isaacs

Kristine Isaacson

Andrew Izaguirre
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Carolyn Jackson

Jill Jackson

Joyce Jackson Lott

Elizabeth Jacob

Audrey Jacobs

Holly Jacobs

Joyce Jacobson

Dr. Angela Jaggar

Kimberly Jakovics

Allen James

Tracy James

Rebecca E. James

Nadine James

Lisa James-Beavers

Hite Jan

Sophia Jannetty

Jennifer Jarit

Molly Jarr

Sharon Jarrett

Francesca Jean Baptiste

Shayla Jenkins

Cornelia U. Jensen

Abiola Johnson

Barbara Johnson

Charles Johnson

Joyce Johnson

Linda Johnson

Yodit Mesfin Johnson

Earline Johnson

Erica Johnson

Adina Johnson

Aliyah Johnson

Debra Johnson

Jacqueline Johnson

Jalaine Johnson

Lorna K. Johnson

Pamela Johnson

Shenita Johnson

Beverly Johnson

Faith Johnston

Karyn Johnston

Sutherland Jones

Katika Jones

Oshun Jones

Edward P. Jones

Valerie Jones

Margaret Jones

Pearl Jones

Andrissa Jones

Jennifer Jones

Reggie Jones

Avery Jones

Carlton Jordan

Jacquelyn Jordan

La Tonya Jordan

Stacey Joy

Rina Jurceka

Claudia Justy

Victoria Kabak

Efe Kabba

Zoya Kachadurian

Debra Kalish

Silja Kallenbach

Barbara Kancelbaum

Mara Kane

Melissa Kansky

Donna Kapes

Larry Kaplun

Shelley Annaís Karliner

Rachel Karliner and Neil Binder

Rana Kashani

Linda Kasierer

Louise Katsiaouni

David and David Katz

Gary Katz

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Katz

Dr. Judith Kaufman

Manish Kaul

Sierra Kaval

Deborah Kayman

Genevieve Kazdin

Christopher T. Keating

Jackie Keith

Jacquelyn Kelley

Chelsea Kelley

Pamela Kellner

Amiee Kellogg

Veronica Kelly

Carol Kemenyes

Charles Kendrick

Jerry Kennedy

Emily Kenney

Jessica Kerber

Jeanne Kerl

Maurya Kerr

Julie Khamvongsa

Iffat Khan

Muthoni Kiarie

Sheila Kidd

Donna Kiel

Gail Kienitz

Robin Kifer

Stephen Kifer

Davida Kilgore

Ulysses Kilgore III

Joe Killian

Elsie Kilvert

Jennifer Kimball

Evelyn King

Sandy King

Carmen King

Claire Kirk

Phyllis Kirschenbaum

Francis Kirton

Jenny Kirton

Michelle Kisloff

Rachel Knapp

Barbara Knapp

T. Spencer Knight III

Susan Knight

Teri Knight

Michelle Knight-Manuel

Kimberly Knox
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MaryEtta Knox

Elizabeth Koch

Melanie Koenderman

Sharon Kohli

Jane Koltsova

Emily Kombe

Hedda Kopf

JOhanna Kopp

Linda Kow

Rachel H. Kowalsky

April Krassner

Alise E. Kraus

Marijke Kremin

Paula Krems

Joan Kresich

Darlene Kriesel

Geetha Krishnan

Sandra Krolik

Lori Kronser

Ellen Krug

Michele Kucker

Eileen Kugler

Deanna Kuhn

Nina Kulkarni

Titania Kumeh

Anita Kunin

Susan Kuper

Kristen Kurzawski

Brooke Kyle

Marie Lachat

Jeannette LaFors

Heather Laird

Katherine Lamb

Sandra Lambert

Shellee Landsberger

Jennifer Lane

Irina Langer

Anthony Langham

Heather Langham

Shana Lanzetta

Dr. Regina Lark

Maura Larkin

Frances Laterman

Emily Lau

Amy Lauer

Valbona Lavdari

Maureen Lawless

Daysha Lawrence

April Lawton

Thuy Le

Alexandra and Mark Leach

Jessica Leader

Dominick Leali

Caroline Leavitt

Peggy LeBoeuf

Min Jung Lee

Mark Lee

Gretchen Lees

Freya Lefkowitz

Ellen Lehman

Roberta Lehrman

Constance Leininger

Joy Lennon

Jean Leonard

Muriel Leonard

Phyllis K. Lerner

Debra Leschyn

Nora Lessersohn

Gordon Lessersohn

Vicky Lettmann

Tracy Lettsome

Joseph S. Leurquin

Sheryl Leverett

Karl Levett

Christina Levy

Deana Lew

Faye Lewin-Neil

Martha Lewis

L. Toni Lewis, M.D.

Robin Coste Lewis

Nancy Lewis

Kerima Lewis

Edith Lewis

Tracy Lewis

Stephanie Lewis

Treniece Lewis Harris

Irwin Lieberman and Susan 
Lieberman

Miriam Lieberman

Yehudit Lieberman

Sarah Lieff

Ilana Lifshitz

Tanita Ligons

JoAnne Lindsley

Anna Lingo

Julia Lino

Natacha Linton

Ellen Lippman

Rachel Lisankis

William and Nechama Liss-
Levinson

Rebecca Lissner

Jennifer Little

Teresa Little

Dahlma Llanos-Figueroa

Peggy Lo

Joy Lo

Marilyn J. Locker

Joseph Lofton

Jeanne Loh

Maureen Lombardi

Monica Lopes

Cecilia Lopez

Monifa Love

Rosa Loza

Paul Lucas

Nancy Luke

Mary Luke

Sara Lundegard

Chris Lunn

Amy Luo

Phiona Lynch

Ryder Lythos
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Elizabeth Lytle

Mayotte M

Jill Macari

Diane Macari

Karen Macari

Nanci MacDonald

Rose MacDonald

Elizabeth Macklin

Allison Weston Magee

Andrew Magee

Kate Mahoney

Patricia Maillard

Harvey Makadon

Adey Makonnen

Thomas W. Malcolm

Allison Malecha

Anne Marie Malecha

Cheryce Mallette

Evan Mallon

Jaime Malzman

Mary Mancher

Shane-Michael Manieri

Victoria Mann

Vicky Mann

Caroline Mann Plitt

Sheri Maple

Renee Marable

Judy Marblestone

Patricia Marceante

Gisele Marcus

Susan Marcus

Israela Margalit

Nicole Marsee

Joe Marshall

Vonda Marshall

Megan Martens

Lee A. Martin

Donna-Renée Martin

Leona Martin

Shaun Martin

Peggy Martin

Regina Martin

Noelle Martinez

Ida Martyrossian

Sally Maruca

Jeanell Marvin

Paulette Mashaka

DeJuan Mason

Valerie Mason-Robinson

Sandra K. Masur

Elizabeth Mattison

Courtney Mauldin

Alicia Maule

Deejae Maxwell

Katja Mayer

Carole Mayer

Yvette Mayes

Sharon Maynard

Denise Mc Iver

John McCall

Caitlin McCarthy

Alison McCarty

Brande McCleese

Denyse McCombs

Ann McCormack

Danielle Mccormick

Caroline McCoy

Esther McCoy

Elizabeth McCoy

Maureen McCue

Chiquita McCullough

Kendra McDaniel

Jihan McDonald

Michelle McElwaine

Patrick McEvoy

Joanie McEwen

Sheri McFarland

Bertra McGann

Allison McGovern

Jonie McIntire

Leslie McIntosh

DeShawn McKeel

June McKenzie

Barbara McLain

Virginia McLure

Janice McMillan Friday

Alexander McNab

LaTrice McNeil-Smith

Samantha McNeill

Tracye McQuirter

Shanna McRae

Julianne McShane

Naida McSherry

Nellie Means

Fran Melendez

Melissa Mellis

Emily Melnick

Sheila Meltzer

Ashley Melville

Vivian Melvin-Salas

Barbara Mendelson

Laureen Mercer

Miwa Messer

Michele Messer

Amy Messinger

Diana Mhoon

Wadzanai Mhute

Shawn Michael

Frances S. Mickel

Jabulile Mickle-Molefe

Brianti Middleton

Silvena Milenkova

Susan Millen

Emily Miller
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THRIVING THROUGH 
VOLUNTEER SERVICE

Yael has been supporting Literacy Partners for two years, 
facilitating classes, testing new program ideas and 

supporting staff and other volunteers to learn from each 
other. “The students are so lovely, so sharing and open and 
enthusiastic! They are genuine and very thankful...it’s a 
wonderful feeling to be thanked for something you enjoy 
doing.” Five years into her retirement, volunteering  
in the program has become an “anchor” for Yael. “I really 
found something that I am competent at...It’s a major part  
of my retired life which I really enjoy.”

An Israeli immigrant, she came to the U.S. in 1980 to get a 
master’s and teach English as a second language. Once she got her PhD and began her 
career in computer linguistics, she left the teaching world behind. Decades later, as she 
reflected on how she wanted the next stage of her life to unfold, Yael thought about her love 
of language and the soft spot in her heart for those who immigrate.

 I have a lot of sympathy for people who ask, ‘Where is home?  
Where do I belong? and Do I feel comfortable in this language?’

These are the questions that really resonated for her as she searched for an opportunity 
to volunteer, but finding the right fit took some work. Her first experience was sidelined by 
COVID. Other organizations did not align with her values — she did not want to be teaching 
English to UN staff or the spouses of diplomats. “I wanted to work with people who needed 
my help.” Yael had known about Literacy Partners, and as she articulated for herself 
what she was looking for — “a well-run organization with a clear mission, a good cause 
dedicated to a population in need” — everything coalesced.

Staff describe her as “exceptional” because of her background and dedication, but she also 
typifies how volunteers at Literacy Partners have the opportunity to become deeply and 
authentically involved. “When I told them I could do more, they took me up on it!” she notes. 

The admiration is mutual. “I’m impressed with how the organization is run, and the focus on 
what counts,” Yael notes. “I really like the focus on helping children by helping parents,” she 
continues, “I love the way Literacy Partners does this ‘360’ support — social, health, housing, 
English, children. it surrounds the family. Without being a very rich organization, they are 
very good at taking the money they have and spending it in an impressive way to envelope 
the family with the services they need.”  
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VOLUNTEER PROFILE

Photo Credit: Holger Thoss
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OUR PROGRAM PARTNERS

STUDENT PHOTO TK

THANK YOU to over 100  
program partners who  

helped Literacy Partners  
 achieve our mission in 2021.



36 LITERACY PARTNERS    IMPACT: 2021 ANNUAL REPORT

Expenses
 Programs  $ 1,885,557

 Fundraising $ 512,663

   Administration & $ 498,181 
Management

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 2,896,401

Revenue
 Foundations & Corporations $ 952,57 1

 Individuals $ 736,722

 Investment Appropriation $ 560,000

 In-kind Contributions $ 424,890

 Special Events $ 265,541

 Government $ 263,617

 Other Revenue $ 39,489

TOTAL REVENUE $ 3,242,830

2021 FINANCIALS

Revenue

Expenses
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Literacy Partners  
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LitPartners  
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ANTHONY TASSI, CEO 
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